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days. The Arabs maintained a constant rifle-fire on the town both day and night, to which the besieged replied with their artillery and musketry from the wall. There was a great deal of noise and very little result. The Turks, as a measure of defence, had sown the ground without the walls with fougasses or land mines. These nasty, dangerous contrivances consist in a shell buried in the ground with the ordinary fuse removed, and a friction arrangement substituted, so contrived that the shell explodes when any one treads on it. The use of these infernal machines is confined in regular warfare to cases where it is necessary to protect some particularly vulnerable spot, for unless put down in enormous numbers they are evidently useless on an extended line of defence. They have, however, a certain moral effect not easy to account for, from which the most civilized troops are not exempt. The failure of the first assault on the Redan is said to have been due to fear of the work being mined, and the terror they inspired certainly contributed towards preventing the Arabs storming Sanaa. Most unfortunately the officer charged with their laying suffered from a short memory, and having moreover taken to drink during the siege, was unable at the end of it to recollect where he had put them. He became the most unpopular man in Sanaa.
Towards the end of January the Arabs received large reinforcements, as was shown by a sudden great increase in the number of camp fires visible by night around the town. On the 29th, 30th, and 31st the fighting was continuous: the Arabs attacked from Shaoob, where they found good cover among the trees and buildings ; but though several casualties occurred among tho soldiers defending the wall at this point, their attack was easily repulsed. News reached us on February 1 that the Turkish fortified posts at Asr (the ridge from which we had obtained our first view of Sanaa) had been taken, and with them three guns. The fall of Matinah was rumoured persistently. The Imam himself, we heard, was now in command and had determined to assault immediately: scaling ladders were being hastily prepared, and the Arab artillery was about to be brought into action.
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